COLLINS, Sean (BARTS HEALTH NHS TRUST) <sean.collins2@nhs.net>

Thu 06/02/2020 17:49
Dear Ms Mykura
 
Thank you for your questions as presented to the Trust Board meeting held on 22 January 2020. Please find below reply on behalf of the Chief Medical Officer following review of information relating to maternity care, for which it was agreed to provide a follow-up reply. Answers provided to other questions at the January Trust Board meeting will appear in the minutes in the usual way:
 
Since the DHSC original pilot project, carried out in 2017, we did not pursue any new initiatives at Barts Health. A proposal to conduct a pilot in orthopaedics was not transacted. The Trust has instead been developing a training package for reception and administrative staff which will ensure all new patients presenting to the Trust are asked about their residency status when they start any new course of treatment. The wording will be standardised to ensure equity of approach from all staff to all patients.  Until the package of training is fully developed and tested, referral to the overseas visitors team is by clerical staff when they need help on ascertaining residency status to establish entitlement to free NHS secondary care. This system of referral is not as yet uniform in all departments, meaning some departments refer fewer or more than others. This is one of the reasons why a unified system of training and referral is being developed Trust-wide.  It should be noted that treatment clinically deemed immediately necessary or urgent is not withheld pending inquiries to establish entitlement to free NHS care.  All maternity care is immediately necessary. In the year 2018-19 14,842 babies were delivered at the Trust.   During the same period 456 women were invoiced for maternity care provided by Newham Hospital, 120 by Whipps Cross Hospital and 163 by The Royal London Hospital.  Some invoices raised may relate to treatment received in full or part in other financial years.  Invoices are only sent if a patient has been established as not entitled to free NHS treatment or if it has not been possible to confirm residency status despite best efforts. If a patient subsequently engages with the Trust and we are able together to show the criteria needed then the invoice is withdrawn. All ante natal, delivery and post natal charges are invoiced to the mother.  

Yours
Sean Collins
Trust Secretary
Barts Health NHS Trust, Trust Offices, Pathology and Pharmacy, The Royal London Hospital
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The questions that preceded  the response in the above email:

Newham Save our NHS (NEWSON) questions to the Barts NHS Trust Board meeting
on Wednesday 22nd Jan 2020 at 11am  at Mile End Hospital.
Hostile Environment.

1. In May 2018 at Barts Board meeting in a statement about the Windrush scandal, Dr Chesser (the Chief Medical Officer) said that a new initiative was planned with the (Dept of Health's) NHS Cost Recovery Team, in the Royal London Hospital at Orthopaedics and Maternity.

1a When did this initiative start?

1b When did it end?

1c What are the outcomes?

1d Is this 'initiative' linked to the child charging in the question below?

2. In Sep 2019 at Barts Board meeting Dr Chesser said Barts Trust at the Royal London Hospital charged 35 children (patients under the age of 18) for NHS care in the financial year 2018/19.

2a How many of the 35 children were babies born in the maternity department?

2b In what other hospital departments were the 35 children, when they were charged for NHS care at the Royal London Hospital?

2C How many women were charged for NHS maternity care at each of the three Barts  Trust Maternity units at Newham Hospital, Whipps Cross Hospital and Royal London hospital in the financial year 2018- 2019?

2d When a mother is charged for Barts Trust NHS maternity care, is the baby also charged for NHS care?  
                                                                                                                                           END.
